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To: Chair of the Africa Union 

Petition 

African Citizens Appeal to the Peace and Security Council of the African Union to Compel the 

United States of America to reverse sanctions against Senior African officials at the 

International Criminal Court 

We, the peace-loving citizens of Africa living in Lesotho, The Gambia, other parts of our beloved 

continent and elsewhere across the world as a well as advocates for democracy, justice, human 

rights, rule of law, constitutional order, peace, security and stability globally in other parts of the 

world have learned with utter dismay and profound shock, the uncivilised and unilateral decision 

of the US Government to include two senior officials of the International Criminal Court (ICC) to 

the list of Specially Designated Nationals in the Office of Foreign Assets Control of the Unites 

States of America. These are Ms. Fatou Bensouda; a citizen of The Gambia and the ICC Chief 

Prosecutor, and Mr. Phakiso Mochochoko; a citizen of Lesotho and the Head of Jurisdiction, 

Complementarity and Cooperation at the International Criminal Court.  Effectively this means that the 

duo and their families are banned from entering the US. They may not own property in the US 

and that which may already be there may be confiscated. This decision was not taken according 

to any due process hence it is unfair and against the standards of natural justice,  and therefore 

unacceptable.  

The reason behind the imposition of this unjust ban on these officials is that ICC has authorised 

investigation into the actions of US soldiers in Afghanistan with the aim of prosecuting war 

crimes in that country. This decision by the ICC is perceived by the US Government to potentially 

implicate members of the US military and the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). The US decision 

undermines the overall mandate, independence, and impartiality of the ICC in its fight against 

impunity by a country which is not even a state party to the Rome Statute establishing the ICC.  
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We regard this measure as not only seeking to prevent ICC from freely carrying out its mandate 

but also as an act of undermining multilateralism. Under the Trump Administration, there is a 

discernable onslaught on multilateral institutions. For example, the recent decisions from 

Washington against  the United Nations (UN) in general, and more specifically against the World 

Health Organisation (WHO), the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO), the World Trade 

Organisation (WTO) and other multilateral institutions have sought to undermine global peace, 

justice and accountability.  

It is our firm believe that subjecting people to this kind of inhumane treatment and unilaterally 

reaping them off of their diplomatic immunity afforded under the Vienna Convention while they 

committed no crime and singling them out from the rest of the institution’s staff/division 

instinctively exposes the racist bigotry that has informed this decision. In a civilized world, racism 

has got no place whatsoever. However the rise of Black Lives Matter Campaign that intensified 

following the brutal killing of George Floyd, a African-American man by White police officers 

glaringly illustrates the depth of racism in the US under the current Trump Administration. It is 

precisely from that perspective that the US Government  deemed it fitting to single out African 

officials at the ICC for this punitive measure.  

Taken to its logical conclusion, this draconian and unilateral decision is not only dehumanizing but 

also taints both the dignity and integrity of these two officials, the ICC and the entire UN system. 

After all, the US is not party to the Rome Statute demonstrating that this measure is politically 

motivated expressing the interface between racism and US foreign policy. This may also be part 

of Trump’s electioneering trump card as the country gears up for its general elections in 

November 2020.  

We, therefore, call upon the African Union to: 

(i) Resolve to take a stance and demand that US revokes the discriminatory and inhumane 

sanctions against Ms. Fatou Bensouda; a citizen of The Gambia and Mr. Phakiso 

Mochochoko; a citizen of Lesotho and remove them from the list of Specifically 

Designated Nationals forthwith; 

(ii) Use all diplomatic channels and resources to ensure that, in the spirit of Pan-Africanism, 

the dignity of Africans and people of African Descent is protected, and the gains made 

in fighting racism throughout the world in general and in the US in particular are 

secured;  

(iii) To urge the African bloc at the United Nations to cause the world body to take this matter 

as an international concern that undermines global peace and security hence demand 

that the United States Government withdraw its decision; 

(iv) Take this petition as a solemn demand for the protection of peace, diversity management, 

human rights and human dignity. 
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Further, we call upon the Union to open its doors and listen to the citizens’ voices expressed on 

this matter and encourage members to ensure that their actions resonate with the aspirations of 

the African citizens in the spirit of the noble goals of Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want. 

Copied: 

Chairperson: African Union Commission 

Chairperson: Peace and Security Council of the African Union 

Chairperson: African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights 

President: Economic, Social and Cultural Council 

 

 

Done on Wednesday, 14 September 2020 

Maseru, Lesotho and Bunju, The Gambia 


