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Ref: LCN/DEV/16 

 

Date: 14
th

 August 2014 

 

 

The Chairperson  

SADCTROIKA on Defense, Politics and Security Cooperation 

Gaborone Botswana   

 

Your Excellency,  

  

 

Re: Civil Society Organizations Position on Political Development in  

       Lesotho 

 

Recalling, that when SADC Mission to resolve the Lesotho Post 2007 General 

Elections discontent was pre- maturely retired, it was Civil Society Formations that 

saved the process from the complete collapse, and brokered a new face of political 

dialogue that kept SADC as a guarantor of the process while the Civil Society 

meticulously facilitated the dialogue which did not only resolve hard core issues but 

ushered Lesotho into a new political dispensation marked by free and fair 2012 

General Elections and a peaceful transfer of power and removal of Lesotho from 

SADC list of flash points. 

 

Recognising, the recent political developments in Lesotho characterised by the 

following: 

 

 The  short lived tranquility of the free and fair 2012 General elections and 

peaceful transfer of power to the coalition government; 

 The intricacies of managing Post Elections parliamentary and extra-

parliamentary political power configurations including the  challenges faced 

by the coalition government; 

 Efforts  undertaken by various actors to  resolve the current situation  notably:  

 

I. Commonwealth process in particular; 

 The Commonwealth Scoping study to The Kingdom of Lesotho  

 The New Zealand study tour report; 



II. Coalition Government Leaders commitment process facilitated by 

SADC TROIKA Chairperson;   

III. The recent expression of interest by South Africa to facilitate  the 

Lesotho situation;  

IV. The Track II Approaches by CSOs, Heads of Churches and other 

interested stakeholders in playing a catalyst role in resolving the 

challenges of the recent  political dynamics,  

 

Convinced, that the different bouts of political tensions as evidenced by the standoff 

between the military and the police, disagreement over prorogation of parliament and 

a fallout among members of  the coalition government parties are not only causes and 

simultaneously effects of the political quarkmire but manifestation of (a) the 

challenges of handling intra and inter  conflict of coalition parties and (b) 

operationalisation of coalition government itself all of which are a result of 

constitutional and institutional arrangements which have not yet matured to level 

required by the MMP and currently emerging political attitudes;  

Strongly Believing that SADC approach to Lesotho should recognize, support and 

enhance the already existing efforts by different players.  In more specific terms the 

CSOs call upon the SADC Summit to design their approach in a manner that ensures 

that:  

1. CONFLICTS 

a) existing among the coalition political party leaders (trust, honesty and 

transparency) and ;  

b) operational and capacity conflicts and challenges  of the coalition 

governance are both distinctly and holistically addressed; 

 

2.  CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS AND TRANSFORMATION OF 

POLITICAL SYSTEM 

(i) proposed from this engagement are followed within an inclusive, 

guaranteed and time bound process and 

(ii)   guided by principles of political tolerance promoting pluralistic 

atmosphere as opposed to consolidating coalition in government at the 

expense of right of coalitions outside government to mobilize for office; 

         

3. MEDIATION/FACILITATION LEADER  

 is carefully selected to ensure that  all traits of effective mediator are met and 

these are non-partisanship, acceptability by parties, knowledgeable, non-

interest in the matter, authoritative and non punitive; 

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

In the reform processes is; 

(i) Left open and free from any form of barriers; 

(ii) Encouraged and facilitated through formal and informal engagement of civil 

society organisations, media, labour, academia, business, youth, women, 



PWDs and other interest groups all in a manner that allows citizens space 

to air out their views so that the resolution will be relevant to Lesotho; 

 

5. PROCESS 

(i) is an all encompassing such that it takes in to consideration the various 

interventions by different actors and ensures that Basotho are supported to 

look for solutions of their problems and be supported in that regard by the 

external bodies and not the other way round to ensure local ownership, 

building capacity for long term engagement, resilience and posterity; 

(ii) unfolds within the framework where an inclusive structure made of  

representatives of civil society organisations, Heads of churches, Chiefs, 

Academia, Media etc  coordinates and harmonises  various processes, 

facilitates resolution of short term  resolution of  acute issues and engage the 

nation on long term constitutional reform  and political transformation 

programme; 

 

6.  IF SOUTH AFRICA 

is chosen as a mediator/facilitator for Lesotho, the Summit should on the basis 

of history, proximity, relevance,  geography and the level of integration of the 

two countries extent  mandate of mediator/facilitator beyond political situation 

to doing the following;  

(i) Effectively deal with the issue of Free Movement between Lesotho and 

South Africa; 

(ii) Decisively resolve the Cross –Border Taxi Operators’ challenges at the 

borders between Lesotho and South Africa; 

(iii) Address  exploitation of Basotho immigrants in South Africa who 

under International Law have rights; 

Within the Joint Bilateral Cooperation Commission (JBCC). 

 

Concluding, That Lesotho Civil Society remains highly committed to contributing 

towards realization of the proposed processes in this letter. 
 


